Circular 102 / 2015
To: Vessel Owners, Managers, Masters, Officers, Deputy Registrars, Surveyors and Other
Interested Parties
Subject: Airstrikes against shipping in Libyan Ports and Security in Suez Canal
Date: 4 June 2015

Summary

On 10 May 2015, the Cook Islands vessel Tuna 1, whilst on innocent passage to Tobruk Port
Libya, was attacked from land an air. The attack resulted in 1 fatality, 3 injured and damage
to the vessel

Maritime Cook Islands vessels are advised NOT to transit waters off the Libyan Coast held
by rebel forces or militias, nor to attempt to trade to Ports in such areas.

Vessels that choose to, transit Libyan waters, do so at risk of interaction with armed
elements in Libya. Vessels intending to transit through this area are encouraged to conduct
thorough risk assessments in advance of their voyages and when travelling through, to do so
expeditiously and with increased vigilance.
Helpful links / resources
•

http://www.shipping.nato.int/

•

http://www.igpandi.org
http://www.imo.org/pages/home.aspx

•

Admiralty Sailing Directions NP49 Mediterranean Pilot, Vol. V, 12th Edition 2014
(please see first attachment paragraphs 1.44 , 1.45 & 1.46)

•

Circular of the International Chamber of Shipping ntifying that the Commander of the
Libyan Air Force has declared that (effective 9th January) airstrikes will be carried out
against ships calling at the port of Misrata. (Please see second attachment)

For further information on the matters contained within please contact the Registrar of Ships at
fleet@maritimecookisalnds.com
Maritime Cook Islands, P.O Box 882, Avarua, Rarotonga, Cook Islands
Phone: +682 23 848, Facsimile: +682 23 846, Skype: mcicooks2
Email: fleet@maritimecookislands.com Website: www.maritimecookislands.com

International Chamber of Shipping
38 St Mary Axe London EC3A 8BH
Tel +44 20 7090 1460
Fax +44 20 7090 1484
info@ics-shipping.org

www.ics-shipping.org

www.shipping-facts.com

This Circular and its attachments (if any) are confidential to the intended recipient and may be
privileged. If you are not the intended recipient you should contact ICS and must not make any use of
it.

15 January 2015
To:
Copy:

MARINE COMMITTEE
All Full and Associate Members (for information)

MC(15)02

AIRSTRIKES AGAINST SHIPPING IN LIBYAN PORTS AND SECURITY IN SUEZ
CANAL
Action required: Members are invited to note information provided on the threat
of airstrikes against shipping in Libyan Waters and to advise the Secretariat of
any additional information or guidance on the situation of which they may be
aware.
It has been reported that the Commander of the Libyan Air Force has declared that
(effective 9th January) airstrikes will be carried out against ships calling at the port of
Misrata. Along with the airstrike of 5 January which killed two seafarers on board the oil
tanker Araevo and a reported attack in the last two days, the declaration represents a
significant security concern to ships operating in and near to Libyan waters.
The continued conflict between rival factions in Libya limits the ability of Government
forces to clearly differentiate between legitimate threats and innocent vessels. Coupled
with the presence of armed militant groups in coastal regions, there is an increased risk
of commercial ships being attacked.
ICS has learned that ‘vessels transiting through the Mediterranean are advised to
remain clear of Libyan waters. Vessels intending to call at Misrata are advised to
contact port and flag State authorities and local shipping agents for further instructions’.
The Secretariat has been advised that some flag Administrations have issued notices to
the effect that shipowners should carefully consider whether to continue with scheduled
calls at Libyan ports given the change in the security situation. Notices pertaining to the
situation are uploaded to the NATO Shipping Centre Website:
http://www.shipping.nato.int
to which reference should be made on a regular basis.
ICS strongly recommends that shipowners should contact the P&I Club and War Risk
Underwriters for further advice on each specific voyage.
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ICS has also been made aware of an increased risk of attack on merchant traffic in the
approaches to, and in, the Suez Canal. The recent hijacking of an Egyptian warship
indicates a capability on the part of militants in the Sinai Peninsula to operate in the
maritime environment and to attack maritime targets, and along with the rocket attack
against the Cosco Asia in 2013 indications are that a threat may exist to commercial
shipping in the area. As such, the general advice must be to exercise increased caution
and maintain vigilance particularly when ships are waiting in the approaches to the
Canal.
Members are requested to note the above, and advise ICS of any information or
guidance on the situation of which they may be aware.

John Stawpert
Manager (Environment and Trade)

